NITRIFICATION vs DENITRIFICATION

Conversion of nitrogen containing

Nitrification Materials to a plant useable form
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These steps require oxygen and take place even
in a very wet soil hence a nitrogen deficiency
ofter show in wet areas.

These steps do not require
oxygen and so can take
place even in very wet soil.
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Conditions favoring warm, wet soil with large amounts
of plant residues. (The soil orgarnisms that rot the
reisidues rapidly uuse up the free oxygen supply, and
then denitrifying organisms begin to multiply).
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Caused by soil orgarnisms that live without
air in a wet soil and get their oxygen (O) by
taking it from nitrate (NOs).
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